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T O 


The Right Honourable 


LORD LOUGHBOROUGH, 


LORD HIGH CHANCELLOR 


OF 


GREAT-BRITAIN. 


My Lord, 


HEN I was requeſted to preach beforethe Knareſborough 
Volunteer Company, my ſole Olject was to impreſs on the 
Minds of the Congregation, a ſtrong Senſe of their Duty as 
Citizens of a Chriſtian Community, and on the Corps the En- 
gagement into which they had voluntarily entered. Little did 
I imagine that I ſhould be defired to publiſh a Diſcourſe, 
neither diflingurſhed by its Originality of Sentiment, forcible 
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1 
by its Strength of Reaſoning, nor embelliſhed with the Ele- 
gancies of Sty le. But the Application of the Gentlemen who 
compoſe the Corps, ſeconded by the Requeſt of a very numerous, 
and a very reſpeftable Auditory, to allow them, at their own 
Expence, to print it, with the Intention of diſtributing many 


Copies in their Neighbourhood, from the Perſuaſion, as they 
were pleaſed to jay, that it would be froduthve of much Good, 


ſubdued my Judgment, and vanquifhed my Seruples. When I 
con ſidered that my Sermon was preached in a Church belonging 


to your Lordjhipþ,----lo an Audience by whom your Charatter 
2s revered,----with whom you have fuch powerful Influence, 
and upon an Occaſion on which a good Man cannot be indi- 


 ferent,-----indulging the Ambition of ſending it into the World 


under the Auſpices of jo illuſtrious a Name as LORD 
LOUGHBOROUGH, the Patronage which ] preſumed to 
ſolicit, your Lordſhip, with the 9 obliging Condeſcen ion, 
vouchſafed to grant. 


At an eventful Period, when the Conſtitution was attacked 
at once by open and ſecret, by foreign and domeſtic Foes, your 
Lordſhip, accompanud by a Phalanx of Men, eminent by their 
Vrrtues, and diſtinguiſhed by their Talents, generouſly ſtepped 
in to aid by your Councils, and ęſtabliſſi by your Wiſdom, the 
pos of Liberty, and the Bleſſings of Freedom, 


But 
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But, whilſt your Lordſhip in the Cabinet is propoſing Mea- 


fures, and arranging Plans for the Preſervation of our Civil 


Happineſs, and enforcing them by the Power of Conviction, 
and the Command of Eloquence m the Senate, the Court over 
which you preſide rejorces in the Equity of your Decrees, which, 
whilſt they diſcover the deepeſt Knowledge of the Subject, evince 
at the ſame Time the utmoſt Probity of Intention. 
J am, 
My Lord, 
With the hagheft Reſpect, 
Your Lordſhup's 
Me obedient and devoted Servant, * 


Samuel Clap ham, 


YarM, October 27th, 1794. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


SHOULD the Reader be diſappointed in not finding 
that philological precifion, and that critical acumen 
he might naturally expect in a printed diſcourſe, 
I hope he will be diſarmed of the ſeverity of criti- 

ciſm, when L acquaint him, that, at the requeſt of 
ſome very intelligent hearers, this ſermon is printed 


nearly verbatim as it was preached, 
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SERMON, &c. 


— YN — 


ON EARTH PEACE—GOODWILL TOWARDS MEN, 
— 2 2 — 


HOUGH we may not thoroughly comprehend why the 
1 Almighty, after he had ſpoken the moral creation into being, 
fo long delayed the promulgation of a ſyſtem by which his creatures 
were to be ditected in the knowledge of truth, and incited to the 
practice of virtue; why he ſuffered them to wander fo long in the 
ways of error; ſome living in total darkneſs; a few only conduct- 
ed by a glimmering ligat—it is very obvious that we, on whom 
ce the ſun of righteouſneſs hath ariſem to guide our feet into the 
way of peace; we who are baptized into the profeſſion, and edu- 
cared in the belief of chriſtianity, are required to profit by believing 
its docttines, and imbibing its precepts. It was not revealed to 
anſwer a partial deſign, or obtain a confined influence; it was 
to be tranſcendent in its effects, and univerſal in its reception; 
it was to pervade all orders and degrees of men; it was to be the 


principle of our conduct, and the ſpring of our actions. 


In contemplating the benevolent deſign of chriſtianity, we per- 
ceive every relation of life deſcribed with preciſion, and where its 


"nfluence is admitted, diffuſing perſonal happineſs. os 
re 


4 * 
Are you the father of a family? Look into the Goſpel, and ſee” 
+ What it requires of you ;—that, you culivate ad improve the 
minds of your children—that you bring them up as citizens of a 
community—that above al] things you implant the moral ſenſe— 
that you teach them to be kind, compaſſionate, tender-hearcted, 
and forgiving to do wrong to no man, but to live as accountable | 
creatures, who are one day to be rewarded according to their lum 
of merit; or puniſhed according to their degree of guilt, 


r 


The dictates of nature are refined by the genius of Chriſtianity, 
The comfort and happineſs of tamilies, the ſatisfaction of indivi- 
duale, and the welfare of the whole, are deſigned by its ſuperin- 
- tending care, and promoted by its awful injunctions. Is your 
temper fretful ?—your ſpirit ungovernable ?—your paſſion outra- 
geous ?—The Go pel requires that you conform to its amiable - 
ſuggeſtions; that you ſacrifice thoſe perverſe inclinations and 
froward humour, which in anywiſe interrupt the peace, and deſtroy 
the happineſs, of thuſe with whom you live. 


"Chriſtianity is to deſcend into every department, and actuate 
every ſphere of life. Whether you are rich or poor, a maſter or 
ſervant, an accidental inhabitant, or reſident citizen, you are to 
- confine your wiſhes to its precepts, and ſubmit your conduct to 
its diiection. 


If Providence has bleſſed you with wealth, and placed you in 
afflucnce—u hat does the Goſpel, O! wan, require of thee ? 
It ſuppreſſes the flattering thought which riches tov often inſpire 
it reſtrains the haughty mind, when, in the fulneſs of its ſuffi- 
ciency, it is tempted to cry out, “ my hand and my might have 
„ gocten me this wealth,” It whiſpers to the heart, when in 

| danger 
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danger of being intoxicated with the gratification of pre-eminence, 
the ſplendor of diſtinction, the pride of independence, that the 
enviable lot of influence, of grandeur, and of wealth, is not un- 
conditionally beſtowed. It forbids injuſtice under the conſciouſ- 
neſs of impunity, oppreſſion under the weight of authority, and 
inſolence under the refuge of power. But Chriſtianity not only 
prohibits what is odious, it enjoins what is amiable; and as the 
rich are poſſeſſed of the means of aſſuaging ſorrow, and diffuſing 
comfort, the Goſpel impoſes upon you the indiſpenſable neceſſity 
of applying ſome portion of your ſubſtance to the poor and 
needy, with the gracious intention that you may not only be © rich 
© in this world,” where you are © no more than ſtrangers and pil- 
ee grims,” but * rich in good works,” in order that you may be 
entitled to an everlaſting inheritance, 


That divine religion which was uſhered into the world with 
-acclamations of “ peace on earth, and good-will towards men,” de- 
ſcends with confummate wiſdom and equity, not to be found in 
human inſtitutions, to the loweſt ſtations, adapting itſelf equally 
to all conditions, requiring of “ maſters to give unto their ſer- 
c yants that which is juſt and equal,” enforced by a conſideration 
worthy the ſuggeſtion of an all-wiſe Law-giver, that * they 
ce themſelves have a maſter in heaven.“ 


Has Providence placed you in a lower ſphere? Have you, in 
order to procure vour daily bread, to © go to your work and to 
« your labour until the evening?“ Are you, in order to provide 
yourſelves with the neceflaries of life, obliged to © eat the bread 
<< of carefulneſs?” You have duties to fulfil as well as the Rich 
and the Great :—the poverty which you endure, the hardſhips 
which you encounter, the wants which you feel, if they are ſub- 


mitted-to-with reſignation, as the appointment of Him who 
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ee bringeth low, and lifteth up, will work out for you a far more 
« exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” Chriſtianity conſiders 
you as its own children; to you in particular its peace 1s offered. 
But remember that it demands of you a ſacrifice of your violent and 
unreſtrained paſſions—a diſpoſition to“ work with yourown hands, 
e ant to eat with quietneſs your own bread” to ſubmit with 
patience to the condition in which Providence has placed you, and 
not to atiemptto remedy the inconveniences of it by private wrong, 
or public tumult. No! © Tarry thou the Lord's leiſure; be patient, 
© and he ſhall comfort thine heart ;” be doing good, fulfilling the 
duties of thy ſtation; and as Lazarus was conveyed by Angels 
into Abraham's boſom ; ſo ſhale thou—whilſt the unjuſt and the 
abandoned ſhall be excluded—dwell for evermore with thy Sa- 
viour and with thy God. 


Could men be perſuaded to ſubmit to the directions of the 
Goſpel in every relation which they bear in this life; inſtead of 
looking with eavy on the goods of another, © would diligently 

„ learn and labour to get their own living, and do their duty in 
« that ſtate of life unto which it has pleaſed God to call them“ 
iaſtead of idly intermedling with the buſineſs of other men; or 
with the government of the country, the favourite amuſement and 
the popular topic of the indolent and the clamorous, would ren- 
der © honour to whom honour is due,“ and double honour to thoſe 
whom the king himſelf delighteth to honour, the Goſpel would 
then indeed incorporate itſelf in our hearts and lives—it would 
indeed bring forth the fruits of good-living—it would inake the 
rich man conſiderate, and kind, and charitable; it would make 
the poor man content, reſigned, and happy. 


Though Chriſtianity has been interrupted in its progreſs, and 


impeded in its operations by the turbulent paſſions of men; yet 
ſuch 


( an] 
fuch however 1s its influence, that it has diffuſed among political 
bodies, as well as private perſons, an exalted ſpirit of philanthro- 
py to provide inſtruction ſor ignurance—to afford relief to po- 
verty to adminiſter comfort to af iction - to ſupply ſickneſs with 
health, Would you ſubſtitute the deductions of reaſon, and the 
improvements of philoſophy? How is it then, that you have not 
diſcovered the ſtupendous fabric of perfection in the civil juriſ- 
diction, and focial happineſs at Athens or at Rome? Where the 


ſcience of philoſophy and civil government, like a plant, the 
natural produce of the ſoil, which is ſeldom ſeen in leſs happy 
climes, was diſplayed to ſurrounding nations, as the boaſt and glory 
of the world; but where a ſome!bing was wanting; inſomuch that 
it may be ſaid of them, as in their religious, ſo in their civil 
capacity“ they looked for light, but behold obſcurity, for 


e brightneſs, but they walked in darkneſs.” 


But though it is not the immediate deſign of the Chriſtian diſ- 
penſation to direct the operation of human laws, and preſcribe the 
forms of civil government, yet the obvious tendency of the pre- 
cepts contained in that divine code, which we thankfully embrace 
as the ſtandard of our faith and practice, is to co-operate with, and 


enforce the laws of ſociety, 


That a ſyſtem revealed hy God himſelf, foretold by prophecies, 
and confirmed “ by ſigns, and wonders, and mighty deeds” — 
that a ſyſtem whoſe doctrines are ſo ſublime, whoſe precepts are ſo 
ſalutary, and whoſe ſanctions are ſo aweful, ſhould be diſregarded and 
deſpiſed—that inſtead of the eſtabliſhing of order in ſociety, con- 
fuſion ſhould be introduced and prevail, is a moſt ungrateful return 
for “ ſo unſpeakable a gift.” Were Chriſtianity embraced, ſo as to 


become the principle of our actions, how upright would be our 
B 2 ſocial 
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ſocial, how amiable our domeſtic, how exemplary our civil cha- 
rater? The ſame character which adorned individuals would 
diſtinguiſh States—civil commotions and foreign wars would be 
known only by traditional relations, or hiſtoric records, and men 
would literally © fit in quiet, each under their.own vine, and un- 
« der their own fig-tree.” But under whatever form Chriſtianity 
is profe ſſed, it is not yet become ſo engaging in its appearance, and 
ſo auſpicious in its effects, as to authorize us to expect ſo univerſal a 
change. All Europe, as though uninfluenced by its mild and per- 
ſuaſive doctrines, wears at preſent a forbidding aſpect. Commo- 
tions ariſe, revolutions ſueceed, and miſery equally awaits the 
whole community, whether deluded by a miſrepreſentation of 
circumſtances, or turbulent from a love of change. If we caſt 
our eyes upon a neighbouring kingdom, we ſhall ſee a nation rich 
in population, diſtinguiſhed in arms, excelling in arts, impatient 
of a change of government—all uniting, if we except the two 
molt reſpectable orders, to .overturn the conſtitution of their 
country. In the firſt dawn of their liberty, we unfeignedly wiſhed 
them ſucceſs: we rejoiced to hear that upwards of TwexTy-rour 
Mis Lions of fouls were reſolved to throw off the galling, the 
ignominious yoke, of deſpotiſm, determined to be free.“ Happy, 
happy would it have been for them © had they gone thus far, and 
« no farther”! I will not take up your time, and agitate my own 
feelings by following them through the ſeveral ſtages of their guilty 
courſe. They are many of them precipitately, gone to anſwer fo 
to be judged, O Gad. for deluging 7 en land with 1 
blood for murdering the aged parent, the unprotected wife, the 
unoffending child! The Monarch on the throne, and the. peaſant 
in the cottage, have, without diſtinction, felt the weight of the 
Ponderous 


See the appendix to the Lord Biſhop of Landaff's Sermon. 
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ponderous axe ! Inſtead of beſtowing, as thoſe miſcreants. promiſed, 
abundance, they occaſion ſcarcity—inſtead of wealth, poverty—in- 
ſtead of protection, alarm, danger, death The Nobles, the Clergy, 
the Citizens, the Artiſts, the Farmers, the Mechanics are plun- 
dered of their real property, and reduced to the neceſũty of ac- 
quieſcing in, and appearing ſatisfied with, factitious wealth. So 
deplorable is the condition of the whole kingdom, that every man 
diſtruſts his neighbour; to preſerve his life he is obliged to ap- 


prove, in appearance, what his ſoul, in ſecret, abhors :—infſtead of 
going as heretofore with the multitude, to pay his vows in the 
great congregation, he denies the providence of the God who cre- - 
'ated, and, I tremble whilſt 1 utter it! ridicules the merits of the- 


Saviour who redeemed him. 


1 t might reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that acts ſo atrocious, that ſen- 
timents ſo impious would excite the indignation of every nation, 


and of every individual, to whom they were made known. Yetalas ! 


ſo little influence has the Goſpel- Revelation upon ſome minds, that 
there are even in this happy country, men who not only approve, 
but warmly applaud, who not only warmly applaud, but are emu- 


lous to imitate, and, I believe, if it were poſſible, to ſurpals thoſe 


monſters of the human race in acts of cruelty, and in ſcenes of 
blood. To prevent, and I truſt it will not be very difficult, the 
execution of their ſanguinary plans, is the purpoſe for which you, 
by whoſe deſire ILnow adreſs you, are thus, under the ſanction 
of Parliament, embodied: “ with a ſpirit becoming good 
citizens, you have undertaken to riſque your own lives—ſhould 
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* In the admirable Sermon publiſhed by Archbiſhop Seeker in the Rebellion 
1745, there are many paſſages ſo applicable to the preſent corjunQure of affairs, 


that every reader will, I doubt not, peruſe them with pleaſure, I ſhall therefore make 


no apology for the following. quotations. 


« Ilay 
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the exigencies of the times require it in ſuppreſſing thoſe tumults, 
with which, through the deſperate rage, or miſguided zeal, of ig- 
« norant, or diſſatisfied, or abandoned men, we were menaced : * : 
- you cheerfully entered into the meaſure, ſuggeſted by the wiſ- 
dom, and promoted by the influence of an amiable, a diſtin- 
guiſhed, and an exalted character, | ro whoſe illuſtrious family 
this county, as opulent as it is extenſive, has always, and juſtly, 
looked up with ſentiments of reſpect, and feelings of attachment— 
a meaſure worthy the repreſentative of ſuch a worthy houſe. 


To expatiate on the particular purpoſe for which you, my 

- brethren, are diſtinguiſhed from your fellow citizens by a mili- 
tary dreſs, and entruſted with arms, is unneceſſary; becauſe every 
perſon, I preſume, who hears me is aware, that this country has been 
. threatened with the confuſion and tumult which prevail in a 
neighbouring nativn.F Mingling with the tranquillity of the 
citizen, the activity of the ſoldier ; incorporating two characters 
as diſſimilar in their appearance, as oppoſite in their tendency, you 
have been conſidered by thoſe to whom che Miniſters of the Crown 


have committed the power, ſo loyal in principle, ſo upright in 
character, 


% ſay not this or any thing, to raiſe in you a ſpirit of unchriſtian bitterneſs 
* againlt the men whoſe intentions you mean to fruſtrate. Let them be judged of 
with all the charity, let them be treated with all the mercy their caſe will poſſibly 
« allow ; only let us ſee the miſchief their ſucceſs would bring upon us, and exert 
* ourſelves accordingly to prevent ic.” 


| Þ © If ever cauſe required exerting all the ſtrength, and all the courage we have, 
| ** this is that cauſe. For the attack is made by our enemies foreign and domeſtic, 
4% at once, on every thing dear to us civil and ſacred : and conſcience towards 
« God, as well as private intereſt and public good, demands our utmoſt zeal i in 


& ſuch a conteſt, —— 4rchbi/hop Secker. 
t The Earl Fitzwilliam. 
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character, ſo courageous in heart, as to place in you confidence 
of ſupport and ſafety, ſhould either a foreign, or, what ſurely is 
more to be dreaded, a domeſtic enemy, interrupt the quiet of the 
country, and endanger the peace of the ſtate. The martial ap- 
pearance which you make, the general expectation which your 
aſſembling has excited, the feelings of loyalty which you awaken 
in all good minds, afford awful ſubjects of reflection. Should 
your actual ſervices be required - ſhould you be called out to pro- 
tect the property of your fellow citizens, to preſerve the tranquil- 
lity, and defend the liberties of your country, whilſt your breaſt 
is glowing with the ardour of patriotiſm, the arms which you bear 
may be pointed againſt the life of your neighbour, and of your friend. 
Humanity ſhudders at the thought. But what! unwilling as we 
may be to encourage a ſpirit of reſiſtance, leſt it ſhould degenerate 
into ſavage cruelty, and wanton perſecution, we cannot, as good 
Citizens, Aud dutiful ſubjects, behold with indifference, attempts 
to ſubvert a conſtitution, which in the bleſſings it indiſcriminately 
affords, emulates the glory, and challenges the happineſs “ of all 
© lands.“ And that fuch ſubverſion is, not the concealed object, 
but the avowed deſign of many aſſociations holden throughout this 
kingdom, is beyond all contradiction. In every inſtance thoſe 
men diſcover their intentions. In the conteſt in which we are un- 
happily engaged, when our arms are unſucceſsful, the authors of 
the intended confuſion feel tranſports of joy which they cannot 
conceal; when our arms are victorious, they are agitated with 
emotions of ſorrow which they cannot ſuppreſs. Who is unac- 
quainted with the arts they pra giſe, the precepts they 1aculcate, 
the writings they diſſeminate, to awaken jealouſy, to excite diſſa- 
tisfaction, and to introduce univerſal anarchy, and entire confu- 
ſion ? That public good is conſulted, and is expected to reſult 


from their malicious machinations, can hardly be pretended. A 
Reform 


( £6 *) 


Re ſorm of Parliament is the ſpecious pretext, ® The neceſſity 
. of a reform is by many wiſe,” and great, and good men queſtioned, 
the expediency is doubted, the very practicability is denied. But 


* 


to produce difaffection, to countenance ſedition, and encourage 
| . treaſon, 


% The bleſſiags of peace and profperity which diſtinguiſh this country from 


„ the other nations of Europe, as much as the preſent day from former periods in 


« its own hiſtory, it might have been expected, would have precluded all grounds 


4 of diſcontent. Yet this has been the moment choſen by our domeſtic and foreign 


- © enemies, for their attempts to raiſe idea jealouſics in the minds of the people, to 
, + alienate their affeAions from the laws and conſtitution of their country, to depre- 
* ciate and vili f the pi inciples on which the Revolution was eſtabliſhed ; and, in 


„ ſhort, to deprive all national experience of its authority, and all political know- 


« ledge of the ſtability of tried and approved principles,”*** Reform was the 


* ſignal of innovation; reform, the impoſing habit which violence and ſelf-intereſt 


- 


% often aſſume to Hel their cbjectas. It is much to be lamented, that good princi- 


* ples ſhould be capab'e of being perverted to pernicious purpoſes ; becauſe 
the ſame act which repels a miſchievous meaſure, appears to rejeE the principle 
4 gf which it was founded. Nothing car be more ſalutary in itfelf than the prin- 
e elple of reform. But this ſalutary prineiple may le injadiciouſly applied; it 
* may be partial y directed, or unſeaſonably urged. It may be applied on merely 
. ©. ſpeculative and impracticable views ; it may be applied for alteration without the 
4% means of amendment ; for the alteration of externa forms, without any improve- 
ment in principle : it may be applied for the profeſſed. purpoſe of ſerving the 
40 8 5 of the people, without the means of adding to the flock of liberty any 
% one fubſtent/4l right which they do not now poſteſs; or any fecurity for their 
rights which the-preſent laws have not amply provided: it may be directed not 
4 to the good of the community, but to the intereſt s of a ſmall part of it; it may 
; <6 be utged at unſeaſonable junctures, which a cuncarreuce of foreign and domeſtic. 


« circumſtances may render highly uafit for hazardipg great and eſſential changes in 


4 the conſtitutional order of things. The moſt virtuous intentions require the 
4 concurrent fitneſt of plate and ſeaſon. They ought too to have a clear and defirite 
% Object of reform. A ſpirit of indefinite reform is pregnant with an infigity of 


« miſchief; it expoſes the public-miad- to dangerous impreſſions; it promotes 


4 gifaffeAion to the ſubſiſting Government; it tends to encourage tumult and diſ- 


« order ; and often degenerates from the wiſh to reform and improve to a mere 


4 love of change and innovation.“ — See 8 very eloquent Charge by the Lord Biſhes 


e Darham. 


r 
treaſon, we are told that the war, in which we are involved, was 
undertaken from wantonnels, is unjult in its principle, and will 
be unſucceſsful in its iſſue. Allowing all this to be true; ſurely 
it does not follow as a neceſſary conſequence, that the ſyſtem of 
government is to nndergo an entire change—that rhe governors 
are to be taken from, I do not ſay the loweſt, but from private 
ſtations, and that the wildeſt and moſt chimerical theories are to 
be adopted to gratify the wiſhes, increaſe the fortunes, and 
aggrandize the families of the idle, the reſtleſs, and the ambitious. 
In the ardour of zeal, and earneſtneſs of expectation by which 
thoſe aſpiring demagogues have been actuated; the perſonal 
elevation, to which, when ſucceſs had crowned their . treaſonable 
efforts, they were to be exalted, has, in the fulneſs of their hearts, 
eſcaped them. The rank they ſhould ſuſtain, the offices they 
ſhould fill, the eſtates they ſhould poſſeſs, they related with 
triumph, and deſcribed with preciſion, Placing within their 
view, and almoſt within their graſp, ſuch a pinnacle of power ; 


heating their imaginations with the fancied diſtinction, they 
ce encouraged themſelves in wickedneſs”; they inculcated pre- 
cepts, they inſpired ſentiments, they excited affections, all which 


tended to animate them to defend by force what they hoped to 


have accompliſhed by treaſon.“ The ſalutary meaſure which 


the 


„A few well-meaning men,” ſays Lord Chicf Juſtice Eyre, in his Charge 
to the Grand Jury, ** conceive that they, and their feſſow - ſubjects labour under 
ſome gricvance. They aſſemble peaceably to deliberate on the means of ob- 
& taining redreſs. The number increaſes, the diſcuſſion grows animated, eager, 
« and violent. A raſh meaſure is propoſed, adopted, and ated upon. Who can 
«ſax where this will ſtop, and that thoſe men, who originally aſſembled peaceably, 


4% ſhall 
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che whole kingdom ſeems to have embraced, has diſappointed 
their enlivening expectations, and fruſtrated their ſanguine hopes, 


Reaſon has, under the good Providence of God, reſumed, we 
truſt, her empire in the minds of the inhabitants of this favored 


Iſland. 


I é cannot omit mentioning one circumſtance, which ſhews 
at the ſame time both the danger in which the country appeared, 

and alſo the pleaſing proſpect opened by it. A party in the State, 
reſpectable in its character, and powerful in its influence, men of 
the nobleſt birth, higheſt talents, and largeſt fortunes, have, 
through a difference of opinion, renounced attachments formed 
by political principle, and cemented by perſonal affection.“ 


To 


41 ſhall not ſinally, and ſuddenly perhaps, involve themſelves in the crime of High 
4% Treaſon? It is impoſſible to ſay how far an impetuous man may precipitate 
. © ſuch aſſemblies into crimes of unforeſeen magnitude and danger. But let it 
e he conſidered, that bad men may alſo find their way into ſuch aſſemblies, and 
- « uſe the innocent purpoſe of their aſſociation as a ſtalking-horſe to their purpoſes 
e of a very different completion. How eaſy for ſuch men to practiſe on the cre- 
- 4 dulity and enthuſiaſm of honeſt men, lovers of their country, loyal to their Prince, 

6& but perhaps eagerly bent on ſome ſpeculative improvement in the frame and 
. & interior mechaniſm of the law ! If we ſuppoſe bad men to have gained an aſ- 

„ cendancy in an afſembly of this deſcription, popular in its conſtitution, 

, and viewing popular objeQs, it will be eaſy for ſuch men to implicate ſuch an 
„ aſſembly in the moſt dreadful exceſſes.” 


Ho appoſite is the beautiful language of Flechier? © Diſpenſez moi de 
e loyer en ce lieu que Dieu remplit tout entier de ſa mejeſtẽ, des hommes qu? on 
| | ne 


( ag ) 


To enter into the ſtate of parties, is both foreign to the occaſion, 
Inapplicable to the ſubjeR, and unbecoming the place in which I 
addreſs you. I would rather perſuade you, my brethren, to pro- 
mote, as far as it is in your power,“ peace on earth,” and eſtabliſh 


order in ſociety, which is indeed to demonſtrate ** good will towards 


*© men,” I would rather perſuade you by an inoffenſive conduct, 
by an upright and conſcientious diſcharge of the duties of 
your ſeveral ſtations, by the continual exerciſe and uniform 
practice of the virtues and graces which reaſon dictates, and 
chriſtianity enforces, clearly and unequivocally to demonſtrate 


that you are worthy citizens of a chriſtian community, that you are 


induced by a motive of intereſt, and compelled by a ſenſe of duty, 
to“ honor the king, and to ſubmit yourſelves to all who are in 


t authority under him.” * I would rather perſuade you to ceaſe 
drſquieting yourſelves with viſionary projects on equal repre- 


ſentation, —on univerſal ſuffrage, —on annual parliaments, and 
on the reduction of the national debt. ſubjects on which they 


* -ne ſauroit aſſez louer en tout autre. Je m'attache aux regles de mon miniſtere. 
+© L'encens qu' on prend ſur les autels ne doit bruler que pour le Seigneur. 


Flechier*s Sermons, V. 3d. 


* « Strengthened thus within ourſelves, let us proceed to ſtreagthen one another. 


& God knows inſtead of this we have taken great pains to weaken one another, by 
4 ſeparate intereſts and views, animoſities and reſentments, unkind ſuſpicions, 
& and unjuſt intimations. What party or ſort of men hath been moſt to blame in 
4c this reſpect, were it ever ſo eaſy to ſay, would be very unfit ; when the plain 
& concern is, not to accuſe and recriminate, but all to unite in what affects all 


« ſo nearly. They therefore who have hitherto thought the danger of ſuch an 
« attempt ſmall ; let them now ſhew they were far from wiſhing it greater. Ther 
<6-who have 8 diſſatisfied with particular meaſures of Government, let them 
no give proof that they were not diſaffected to the Government itſelf ; and * 


Who 


1 
: 
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who talk the loudeſt ſeem to have a very imperfect idea, and a very 
ſuperficial knowledge. How, indeed, is it poſſible, that the ge- 
nerality of men ſhould be acquainted with the conſtitution of 
government, eccleſiaſtical and civil? With the intereſts of the 
ſeveral ſtates relatively to this country, and with the intereſts of 
this country relatively to them? Theſe things might, it ſhould 
ſeem, be unto them as © the words of a book that is ſealed, which 
« when men deliver to one that is learned; ſaying, read this, I 
te pray thee; he might be expected “ to ſay, I cannot, for it is 
te ſealed. And when the book is delivered to him that is not 
<« learned, ſaying, read this I pray thee ;” he, one might ſuppoſe, 
would acknowledge his incapacity, and ſay, “I am not learned.” 
Be it our care, as it is our duty, to conform to the laws of the 
country in which we live! and inſtead of being vainly puffed up 
with our ſuppoſed knowledge of politics and government, let us 
cheerfully contribute our reſpective proportions towards the na- 
tional expenditure. * And ler us continually offer up our moſt 


fervent 


4 poſſibly in any thing they may have oppoſed too far, take this fitteſt opportu- 
« nity of making amends. This will demonſtrate the uprightneſs of their inten- 
4c tions, give weight to their ſentiments on other matters, and pull down the 
« falſe hopes our enemies may have founded on our domeſtic diſputes, ** But 
«* jt is not mutual good temper alone that our cafe requires; but mutual aſſiſtance 
« and encouragement to be given with ſpirit by each of us, according to his 
« ability, and the nature of his ſtation, by ranking ourſelves openly on the ſide we 
« are of; joining our counſels, contributing our money, hazarding our perſons, 
« if need require it; by inſtruQting, undeceiving, fortifying as many others as 
«© we Can.” —— Archbiſhop Secker. 


* « One thing more to be mentioned is, that. if the preſent endeavours to ruin 
&« us ſhould increaſe, though it were conſiderably, the public expence neceſſary to 


, &« defend | 


Wh... 


fervent prayers to Almighty God, that he would be pleaſed to 
« make wars to ceaſe in all the earth,” —that © righteouſneſs and 
«© peace may kiſs each other,” —and that kings, and princes, 
and rulers, feeling the paternal care for their ſubjects and their 
people which the goſpel inſpires, may, with one heart and one 
ſoul, unite to prevent in future the cries of the orphan, and the 
lamentations of the widow !-—-—AMEN. 


« defend us; we are ſurely neither to wonder, nor to murmur at it; but bear with 
44 chearfulneſs what may be inconvenient, in order to prevent what muſt be ruinons; 
« and conſider well, that were our domeſtic enemies to ſucceed, we ſhould probably 
*© pay much more to the uſurpers, as a reward for enſlaving us, than now to our laws 


6 ful governors, as the means of keeping us free.. Archbiſhop Secker. 


Lately publiſhed, by the ſame Author, 


1. A Sermon preached at Sunderland, for the Benefit of 
the-Chanity-School, December 16, 1792. 


2. A Sermon preached at Knareſborough, for the Benefit of 
the Sunday-Schools, June 29, 1793. 


3. A Sermon preached at the Viſitation holden at Skipton, 
May 12, 1794. 


4- A Sermon preached at the Viſitation of the Right 
Reverend The Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, holden at 
Boroughbridge, September 2, 1794; in which is im- 
partially conſidered, How far Method:/m conduces to 
the Intereſts of Chriſtianity, and the Welfare of Society. 
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